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Changes in the SOESC Governing Board
The Southern Ohio Educational Service Center voted
during its regular meeting January 26, 2016, to appoint
Christine Charters of Jeffersonville to fill the remainder of
Jim Clawson’s term that expires in 2017.
Charters currently serves as the communications director
for the Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company, Office of the
Chief Economist and brings with her extensive experience
within the fields of banking and insurance.

Tony Long
Superintendent
Rachel Meyer
Treasurer

Clawson, who announced his retirement effective January
14th, had been a long-time member of the SOESC governing board and most recently served as board president
during 2015. During his 17 years of loyal service on the governing board, Clawson was persistent
about the board's mission and principles of service and was genuinely supportive of what was best
for the students served by the SOESC.
“It has been an honor and privilege to have benefited from Jim's diverse experience, wise judgment,
and unwavering support throughout the years,” said Tony Long, superintendent of the SOESC. “And
we are confident that Mrs. Charters will be as equally committed in representing the educational
interests of our students.”

proudly Serving
Adams, Clinton,
Fayette & Highland
Counties

Business Advisory Speech Contest

Inside this Issue:

Public Speaking. Two words that for some strike fear and for
others, absolute terror. But for five students in Clinton County,
these words presented an opportunity and a challenge to step
out of the shadows and into the spotlight as students competed
in the Clinton County Business Advisory Council (BAC) Speech
Contest presenting an oral interpretation of Elmer Williams’ patriotic speech titled, “I Speak for Youth.”
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Standing a bit nervous, yet confident, before members of the
BAC, area students recited from Williams’ poem in part saying,
“My voice is a proud voice— proud, because my country is a
free country and because my country defends the right of all
men to choose between freedom and oppression—proud, because my country offers more, with all
her faults, than all other countries combined.”
Students went on to recite that “Mine is a prayerful voice. I pray for opportunity, not security. I pray
for occupation, not Utopia. I want to be challenged. Not cared for. I want to learn and discover and
climb and create. I want to build and work and earn my way with dignity because I am an American
and I speak for America’s Youth.”
Allister Brausch from Wilmington High School took 1st place honors and was awarded $100. Other
participants awarded $25 were Kaitlyn Smithson, Blanchester High School; Sidney Avey, Clinton
Massie High School; Hannah Pickering, East Clinton High School; and Stephan Hamilton, Laurel
Oaks Career Development Campus/Home School Program.

School Board Appreciation……8
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SOESC SPOTLIGHT
OESCA Honors 70 Years in Education
Nearly 10,000 school board members, administrators, district staff, students, and
guests converged on the Columbus Convention Center to attend the Ohio School
Boards Association Capital Conference and Trade Show. It is the second-largest
education convention in the nation.
Among the attendees was Wilmington’s Virgene Peterson, a special guest and award
recipient honored for her contributions to education during the Ohio Educational Service
Center Association Capital Conference Brunch where she received the “Outstanding
Leadership Award” for Community Service.
It was in 1943 when a young Miss Virgene Webb quietly began making her mark on
public education in a small school in western Clinton County.
Enrolled in the teacher education program at Wilmington College during a time when
there was a shortage of teachers, Miss Webb had only one year of training under her belt when she took advantage of an opportunity to
begin teaching while still being a teacher in training. She would go on to complete her college education in the evenings and on weekends
in between planning lessons and grading papers.
Miss Webb began teaching in the basement of Kingman School in Kingman which is now part of the Clinton-Massie School District in Chester Township. She still has that first Kingman grade book — and all the other grade books from her 50-year career teaching third, fourth,
and fifth grades at Kingman, Smith Place, and Denver Place schools.
She also still has the kind smile, easy laugh, and deeply held belief that education can be fun. While Peterson’s once-tireless energy has
slowed slightly as she deals with recent health issues, her enthusiasm for teaching has not once waned.
With 70 years of classroom experience, Mrs. Peterson, now 91 years-old, could very well be the longest-teaching educator in Ohio’s
schools and quite possibly nationwide. Peterson retired from teaching in 1993 only to continue her career in education by serving as a
substitute teacher for area school districts until 2013, when her path in education changed once again when she began volunteering at
Denver Place Elementary School.
At a time when individuals hold an average of 11 jobs from ages 18 to 46, simply keeping the same job for 70 years is an unrivaled feat.
Loving that job the entire time is rarer still.
Looking back over the years she spent in the classroom, Mrs. Peterson once commented,
“Education is my life. It is the only thing I have ever known. I haven’t been out of the
classroom since I entered the first grade in 1930.”
Mrs. Peterson has touched countless lives over the span of her career, instilling in her
students the love of learning—the love of serving. It is a gift that seems to have been
passed down to Mrs. Peterson’s daughter, Bunny Bradshaw, who retired from ClintonMassie Local Schools in 2013 after teaching for 35 years, and to her grandson, Curt Bradshaw, who is in his seventh year of education currently serving the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center as the Coordinator of Gifted Services. The three generations have
taught for a total of 112 years in Clinton County.
According to Peterson’s grandson, “growing up and understanding the impact his mother
and grandmother have had on countless children and their families in Clinton County, he
has come to understand the value of serving the present and future communities through
educating the youth.”
“She has influenced the lives of thousands of students over the years, and while I was never a student in her classroom,” said Bradshaw, “I
consider myself blessed to have been a ‘student’ of my grandmother’s teachings—lessons of servant leadership, goodwill towards others,
and igniting a spark for lifelong learning in all children.”
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SOESC SPOTLIGHT
SOESC Leaders Making a Difference
Roger West: Special Distinguished Service Award Recipient
The Ohio Educational Service Center honored Southern Ohio ESC Governing
Board Member Roger West and Superintendent Tony Long during its annual
OESCA Capital Conference Brunch November 9th in Columbus.
Roger West was presented with the "Special Distinguished Service Award" which
recognizes current members of educational service center governing boards who
have served their county school system 30 or more years as a member of the
county and local boards of education.
West, who has served as a member of the governing board of the Southern Ohio
Educational Service Center for the last 30 years, began serving on the Highland
County Board of Education in 1985 and served until 1997 when the Highland
County Board of Education merged with the Clinton and Fayette County Boards of
Education. He has been an active member of the Southern Ohio ESC Governing
Board since 1997, serving as the finance committee chairperson, legislative liaison, vice-president, and president.
West was also a 25-year member of the Southern Hills Career and Technical Center Board of Education, serving as both president and vice
president, and currently serves on the Bright Local Schools Parent Advisory Council.

Tony Long: OESCA Teamwork Award Recipient
SOESC Superintendent Tony Long was awarded the "OESCA Teamwork Award"
which recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions in promoting
unity and teamwork within the Ohio Educational Service Center Association and
among Ohio’s 52 Educational Service Centers.
Long has served the Southern Ohio ESC in various roles since 1998 and has led the
ESC as superintendent since 2010.
Under Long's leadership, more than115 employees of the Southern Ohio Service
Center dedicate themselves to serving their member school districts so that they
may better assist students in increasing student achievement.
As an active member of OESCA, Long has served on the association’s executive
committee, membership engagement committee, and public relations and marketing
committee. In these roles, Long has actively sought out opportunities to work collaboratively with OESCA leadership and his ESC colleagues to support policies and
practices that support ESCs: urban, suburban, and rural.
"Tony Long has worked to advance the interests of the statewide system of ESCs, knowing and believing that the whole network of ESCs is
greater than the sum of its parts." said Craig Burford, the executive director of the OESCA. "Tony has led by example by meeting with legislators and other state policymakers on behalf of the OESCA and his fellow ESCs.”
According to Burford, Long exemplifies the Southern Ohio ESC’s stated mission to "foster an educational environment that ensures
excellence in performance through shared expertise, collaborative partnerships, and continuous learning.”
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SOESC SPOTLIGHT
Students Honored by Ohio Senate
Eleven Adams County students traveled to Columbus on Wednesday, Jan.
27, to be recognized by members of the Ohio Senate for their award winning
essays on the dangers of opiates.
The essay contest, promoted by the Adams County Sheriff’s office, asked
students to discuss issues surrounding the pervasive drug problem in Ohio.
“Our government has spent millions of dollars to treat and punish those who
become addicted to opiates,” Sheriff Kimmy Rogers said, but they have yet to
take education and prevention seriously.”
The contest winners included students from all four county schools. Peebles High School winners were eighth graders Alisan Behr, Harley
Steed, and Ashton Hester. Kati Fulton, seventh grade and ninth graders Ethan Staggs and Austin Black won the honors for West Union
High School. Manchester High School winners were eighth graders Madison Payne and Melanie Thatcher. The winners from North Adams
included eighth grader Taylor Ogden, and ninth grade students Logan Friemoth and Andrea Danner.
Information in part and photo courtesy of the Peoples’ Defender.

Woodruff Joins SOESC

Miami Trace Plans for New High School

Fairfield Local Schools reignited its
gifted and talented services program
and is working in partnership with the
SOESC to service students in grades
three through six.

Since the passage of a bond issue in May, the Miami Trace Local
School District has been working closely with the Ohio Facility Construction Commission (OFCC) to set the final project budget and
select an architect for the new high school construction.

Teresa Woodruff, who began working as Fairfield’s gifted intervention specialist January 5th, shares her time between Fairfield
Elementary and Middle School.
Prior to joining the SOESC, Woodruff served as the gifted
intervention specialist and coordinator and also worked as a
language arts and special education teacher for Washington
Court House City Schools.
Woodruff holds a Bachelor of Arts from Wilmington College, and
a Master of Education from Miami University, Cincinnati.

Switzer Joins ACOV
The Adams County Ohio Valley School
District recently named Brian Switzer
as its new treasurer and chief financial
officer,
Prior to joining the ACOV school district, Switzer served as the district
treasure for Clermont Northeastern Schools and also worked as
a fraud investigator for the Ohio State Auditor’s Office. He holds
a Bachelor of Science in Business Management and Accounting from the University of Cincinnati.

The 3.9-mill, 37-year bond issue passed at the special election,
setting in motion the building design phase for a new high school,
which will be located on a nearly 60-acre piece of farmland to the
east of the football stadium. The new high school will replace the
existing high school that opened in 1962.
The community may see “dirt beginning to move in late 2016,”
according to district officials, with a goal of opening the facility to
students in January 2019. “The goal is to build a facility that is
traditional, but also gives us the educational flexibility that we will
need into the future,” said Miami Trace Superintendent David Lewis.
In late September, the district named SHP Leading Design as the
architect for the project. The district has a long relationship with
SHP, dating back to 2000,
according to Miami Trace
Business Manager Bill
Franke. SHP was the architect for the new elementary
and middle schools, as well
as the central office and
transportation facility.
Information in part courtesy of the Record Herald.
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REGION 14 SPOTLIGHT
Exceptional Achievement Awards Now Being Accepted
Each year during its annual Exceptional Achievement Award Ceremony, the Region 14 Hopewell Center honors educators, support staff,
students, and community members who make a difference in the lives of students This year’s event will take place on April 21, at Hillsboro
Elementary School. The deadline for nominations is March 2, 2016, and may be completed online at www.ohioregion14.org. Nominations
are currently being accepted for the following awards:
Exceptional
Achievement
Award

2016

Outstanding
Educator
Award

2016

Outstanding
Student
Achievement
Award

2016

The Exceptional Achievement Award recognizes individuals who have been instrumental in providing
opportunities that enable students with disabilities to achieve personal, social, or academic goals of the highest
standards. Nominees may include community members or school employees in Adams, Brown, Clinton, Fayette or
Highland Counties (other than central office administrators and special education supervisors, coordinators, or
directors) who meet at least one of the following criteria: helps students reach high standards; helps students
reach goals (personal, social or academic); helps students adjust to the environment; helps promote students independence; is creative in meeting the individual needs of a student; focuses on individual abilities of the students.

The Outstanding Educator Award honors educators who have made outstanding contributions by improving access to and progress in the general curriculum for children and youth with disabilities in the Region 14
Hopewell Center Region. Nominees must be special educators, regular educators, or an educator team working
collaboratively at a building or district level currently employed by a public school district (including educators who
provide services to children in chartered nonpublic schools), a state operated program, or a county board of DD.
Special educators include: special education teachers, adapted physical education specialists, audiologists, occupational therapists, physical therapists, orientation and mobility instructors, school psychologists, speech and language pathologists, work-study and vocational special education coordinators. Regular educators include: classroom teachers, counselors, school nurses, and other certified non-supervisory staff. Each nominee’s responsibility
must include providing services to children with disabilities.

The Outstanding Student Achievement Award acknowledges outstanding achievements of schoolage children and youth with disabilities in the Region 14 Hopewell Center Region. Nominees must be of schoolage (5 – 21) and enrolled in a school program. Each nominee is eligible in only one category. Each nominator
must complete a nomination form and should provide specific information about the nominee. Photos, news clippings, original works of art, and or videotaped performances that help support the nomination are encouraged and
may be submitted.

Region 14 State Support Team Helps to Incorporate PBIS at Area School
Educators from across the state attended the first annual PBIS Showcase December 1, at Ohio State University. Among those in attendance were teachers from Ripley Union Lewis Huntington Middle School who presented “JAYS Teaching Materials,” a power point
calendar, modeling schedule, and incentive menu that offers a low cost resource that can be used by every educator. The presentation
also shared with educators how this cultural shift has positively impacted RULH Middle School.
School Improvement Consultant Sherri Helterbrand, of the Region 14
Hopewell Center State Support Team, was instrumental in working behind
the scenes coaching the RULH Middle School teaching staff as they incorporated the PBIS program into their academic planning and instruction.
Early Learning and School Readiness Consultant Alexis Kirk is currently
working to integrate the program at the elementary school.
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SOESC SPOTLIGHT
SOLC Awarded $10,000 Grant

Southern Ohio
Learning Center

The Southern Ohio Learning Center recently announced that it is the recipient of a $10,000 mini
grant from the Mental Health Recovery Services of Warren and Clinton Counties.
The grant will allow the Southern Ohio Learning Center to purchase indoor and outdoor recreational equipment and the materials and equipment necessary to develop a sensory room to
assist students with unique learning needs.

Working in part with the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center, Blanchester and East Clinton Local and Wilmington City Schools, the
learning center opened its doors in August serving students with disabilities and unique learning needs. The center employs a highly trained
and sensitive staff whose goal is committed to nurturing and providing students with the necessary skills to successfully transition into the least
restrictive environment, both socially and educationally. Students participating in this program will see improvement in communication skills
and their ability to handle daily situations with independence and confidence.
Teamwork, effective leadership, and mutual support allow the staff to share resources and design programs and services that creates an
environment where all students can experience positive learning opportunities.
Having just completed its first semester of instruction, SOLC Director Bennie Trail says he is pleased with the progress made in the classroom
and the individualized instruction students have received. “It’s been a busy semester,” said Trail, “and there have been a lot of activities where
students have found success. The Mental Health and Recovery grant will provide a vital source of resources and enable the learning center to
provide a high quality program for its students.”
Looking to the future, Trail believes the addition of the recreational equipment and the sensory room will further empower the staff to provide
even more opportunities and resources to allow students to grow and develop both socially and academically.

Southern Ohio ESC Hosts Dave Burgess: Teach Like a Pirate
Join New York Times BestSelling author Dave Burgess
for a high-energy, entertaining, and inspirational keynote
that will transform the way
you look at your role as an
educator.
Learn how to dramatically increase student
engagement, design wildly creative lessons,
and build a course that is a life-changing experience for your students.
Burgess is an award-winning teacher from
San Diego, highly sought after professional
development speaker, and the author of
Teach Like a PIRATE: Increase Student
Engagement, Boost Your Creativity, and
Transform Your Life as an Educator.
He has been voted a faculty standout for 17
consecutive years in categories such as Most
Entertaining, Most Energetic, and Most Dramatic. At a ceremony in Washington D.C., he
was recently awarded the BAMMY for Secondary School Teacher of the Year, by the
Academy of Education Arts and Sciences.

Using a unique combination of magic and
humor, he will reignite your passion for the
profession and show you exactly how to make
school an amazing place that has students
wanting to knock down the walls to get in.
Teach Like a PIRATE has sparked a full-scale
revolution in the educational world and has
inspired teachers from all over the globe to
achieve new levels of excellence in their
schools and classrooms.
This program is your chance to experience
the one-of-a-kind presentational style of unbelievable intensity and outrageous energy that
has transfixed audiences at packed venues
across the nation.
So mark your calendars for June 6, 2016,
8 a.m.—3p.m. and join us at Southern State
Community College, in Hillsboro.
WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
Teachers, Curriculum Directors, Building
Level Administrators, District Level
Administrators, Educational Support Personnel, Aspiring Teachers, Higher Education
Personnel, and Substitute Teachers
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Early Bird Discount for Member Districts:
Per Person: $75.00
Multi-Rate for 5 participants: $350.00
Payment or PO Due by February 19
After February 19
Regular Fee: $100.00 per person
Multi-Rate: $450.00 for 5 participants
Payment or PO Due by April 22, 2016
Registration Fee Includes Lunch
Register with PO to Janet Yahle
Email: so_jyahle@mveca.org
Phone: 937.382.6921 ext.1021
Registration is Non-Refundable

SOESC Presents Professional Development
Always Learning: Always Growing

Calling All Presenters

Throughout the year, The Southern Ohio ESC and Region 14
Hopewell Center hosts a diverse selection of professional growth
and development opportunities at a reasonable cost, and sometimes at no cost at all, to educators and educational leaders in
Adams, Brown, Clinton, Fayette, and Highland Counties.

The Region 14 Hopewell Center is gearing up for its second
annual Summer Learning Academy, scheduled for June 7, 8, and
9 at Southern State Community College in Hillsboro, Ohio.
The center is currently seeking proposals for presenters at the
conference. Presentations must address learning for all students,
including students with disabilities, and may cover any grade
level, pre K-12.

Since August, there have been over 1500 in attendance who
have benefited from professional meetings, lectures, workshops,
and book studies geared to enhance the understanding and
application of academic initiatives, classroom instruction, and
educational leadership.

Submit your proposals online at https://goo.gl/4XnST6. All proposals must be received by March 1, 2016.

Area teachers attend the 2015 Summer Learning Academy

For a complete listing of professional development
opportunities, visit our webpage at www.southernohio.esc.com.

Planning Ahead: SOESC Professional Growth & Development Opportunities
February

March

2/4 Curriculum Roundtables
SOESC-Wilmington 9-11 a.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021

3/1 ODE Physical Education Standards
SOESC-Wilmington ESC- 9:00 a.m.-3:00p.m.
Register Through ODE STARS

2/9 Elementary Administrators’ Forum
SOESC-Wilmington 1-3 p.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021

3/10 Highly Qualified Teacher Work Sessions
Interventionists Grades 7-12
Region 14-Hopewell 8:00am-3:30 p.m.
Register Through ODE STARS

2/9 Secondary Administrators’ Forum
SOESC-Wilmington 9-11 a.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021
2/10 TBT Focus on Steps 3-5 Training
SOESC-Wilmington 8:00-11:00 a.m. & 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Register at https://goo.gl/KciwP6

3/18 Highland Co. Superintendents’ Meeting
Hillsboro Board Office 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
Contact: Rhonda Cochran, 937-382-6921 ext. 1036
3/22 RSST-Hopewell Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Contact: Beth Justice, 937-393-1904 ext. 2129

2/11 Region 14 Governing Board
Region 14 Hopewell Exec. Com. 8-9a.m.
Sub Com. 9-10 a.m.
Register via email at so_shuber@mveca.org

3/23School Psychologist Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 12:30 –2:30 p.m.
Contact: Sherry Campton, 937-393-1904 ext. 2126

2/16 Testing Coordinator Roundtables
SOESC-Wilmington 9-11 a.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021

3/23 Early Childhood Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 1:00-3:00p.m.
Contact: Sherry Campton, 937-393-1904 ext. 2126

2/17 TBT Focus on Steps 3-5 Training
Brown County ESC 8:00-11:00 a.m. & 12:30-3:30 p.m
Register at https://goo.gl/KciwP6

3/23 Special Education Supervisor Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 9-11:30 a.m.
Contact: Sherry Campton, 937-393-1904 ext. 2126

2/25 RSST-Hopewell Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Contact: Beth Justice, 937-393-1904 ext. 2129

April

2/26 Four County Superintendents’ Meeting
EMSAR, Wilmington 8:30 a.m.
Contact: Rhonda Cochran, 937-382-6921 ext. 1036

4/5 Elementary Administrators’ Forum
Hillsboro Board Office 1-3 p.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021
4/5 Secondary Administrators’ Forum
Hillsboro Board Office 9-11 a.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021
4/6 SLP Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 8:30-3 p.m.
Contact: Tommie Libecap, 937-393-1904 ext. 2138
4/13 Region 14 Governing Board
Region 14 Hopewell Exec. Com. 8-9 a.m.
Sub Com. 9-10 a.m.
Register via email at s_huber@mveca.org
4/15 OIP Internal Facilitator Roundtables
TBD
Register Through ODE STARS
4/19 RSST-Hopewell Meeting
Region 14 Hopewell 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Contact: Beth Justice, 937-393-1904 ext. 2129
4/22 Four County Superintendents’ Meeting
SOESC, Wilmington 8:30 a.m.
Contact: Rhonda Cochran, 937-382-6921 ext. 1036
4/29 Clinton Co. Superintendents’ Meeting
SOESC-Wilmington 1:30 p.m.
Contact: Rhonda Cochran, 937-382-6921 ext. 1036
Visit our webpage at www.southernohioesc.org for additional information regarding professional development opportunities.

4/1 Curriculum Roundtables
SOESC-Wilmington 9-11 a.m.
Janet Yahle, 937-382-6921 ext. 1021
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SOECS Honors Boards of Education

Special Thanks to Bush Auto Place, BISIG Automotive LLC.,
Grade Co Paving and Excavating, Imagine That Tool Rental, Naylor’s Furniture,
Rehab Close to Home, and SFM Insurance for sponsoring this full-page add published
in Adams, Clinton, Fayette, and Highland Counties newspapers.
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