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The Southern Ohio Educational Service Center (SOESC) held its organizational meeting
January 23, 2018 at the SOESC Wilmington Office.
Chrissy Charters was elected president of the board, succeeding Roger West. Martha
Gausman was elected vice president, and will once again serve as the board’s legislative liaison.
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Regular meetings are usually held at the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center at the Clinton County office located at 3321 Airborne Road, Wilmington, unless otherwise listed or announced in conformity to Ohio Law.
Pictured back row: Board Members Corky Wilt, Jim Luck, Dennis Mount, Rod Lane, Roy Hill;
front row: Richard Peck, Martha Gausman-Board Vice President, Chrissy Charters-Board President and Board Member Roger West. Included in the photo are Beth Justice–SOESC Superintendent (far left) and Rachel Meyer–SOESC Treasurer (far right).

SOESC & Region 14 Adopt New Vision & Mission Statements
The SOESC & Region 14 Leadership Cabinet renewed its commitment to their member districts
by taking a closer look at their vision and mission statements. Always striving to strengthen and
enhance the scope and quality of the services they provide, members of the Leadership Cabinet
worked together to structure statements that convey the depth of their commitment to area educators and their students. At this time, the SOESC & Region 14 proudly present the following:
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Our Vision: Leading with Innovative Solutions for Student and Community Success
Our Mission: Ensuring Excellence in Performance by:
Pioneering high-quality services and learning through collaborative partnerships.
Inspiring continuous learning through shared expertise.
Fostering student, family, and community success by addressing tomorrow’s challenges today.
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SOESC Spotlight
OESCA Recognizes Kim A. Adams and Jackie Miller for a Job Well Done
During its November 13th Annual Awards Ceremony,
the Ohio Educational Service Center Association recognized SOESC Transition Resident Educator Program Coordinator, Kim A. Adams and Brown County
ESC School Improvement Coordinator Jackie Miller for
their work and collaboration in meeting the needs of
the of area districts.
Since the inception of the OTES, eTPES, and Resident Educator programs, Kim Adams and Jackie Miller
have collaborated, planned, presented, coached, and
reflected together. They are so synchronous that individuals on the outside looking in are unaware that they
are from different organizations and have additional
duties beyond OTES, Resident Educator and eTPES.
They are the epitome of teamwork.

Kim and Jackie both work diligently to stay abreast of current trends and any revisions or initiatives in education, so they may present the most up-to-date information to fellow educators. Communication is the key to their unified approach, and they are passionate about assisting new educators in growing professionally.
Kim and Jackie are experienced as classroom teachers and educational leaders. They are quick to build strong rapport with new
teachers and mentors and genuinely care to help them be successful in the classroom.
Jackie and Kim are lifelong learners. They continue to stay closely connected to the classroom setting by coaching, evaluating,
and staying current with standards, instructional strategies, and assessment techniques.
Recognized as professional leaders, Kim and Jackie have presented at professional development trainings throughout the state
where their reputations proceed them. They are known to be knowledgeable and engaging and are highly respected by educators
and other professionals.
Kim and Jackie are models that others turn to when working on projects that require team work. Their commitment to education
and their collaborative efforts bring to life Helen Keller’s quote, “Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.”

Teamwork divides the task and multiplies the success.
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SOESC Spotlight
Changes at Wilmington ESC
The doors of the new conference room at the Southern Ohio
Educational Service Center are now open, making available to
area educators a substantially larger venue allowing for a variety
of setups for meetings, break-out sessions, and workshops fostering continued professional development and learning opportunities.
The eight week renovation project transformed the one-time Laurel Oaks Animal Science Lab into a highly functional facility that
allows the SOESC to better serve its member districts.
According to Superintendent Beth Justice, Laurel Oaks added a
heavy equipment program to its curriculum and began using the
garage area behind the conference room once used by the ESC.
Due to noise and exhaust fumes, there was a concern for safety
and that meetings would be interrupted.

Through conversations with Harry Snyder, CEO at Great Oaks, it was determined that the transition would enable the ESC to
have a conference room closer to its offices in a quieter area and would also benefit the heavy equipment program as students
could utilize the previous conference room as a classroom.
Since its inaugural Governing Board meeting in September, the conference room has been the epicenter for the BAC Speech
Contest, professional development workshops, movie night sponsored by Gifted and Talented Services, ACT Workshops, and
various other meetings.

SOESC Welcomes Heather Collins
The Southern Ohio ESC has named Heather Collins as its Human Resources Administrative Assistant.
Her previous experience while working for the City of Hillsboro Administration made for a
smooth transition when she began serving staff of The SOESC and Region 14 Hopewell
Center.
Heather attended Southern State and Shawnee State University.
She and her husband Bryan have two daughters—Alexis age seven and Aubree who is
16 months.
Please join us in welcoming Heather to the Southern Ohio ESC.
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Learning Center Spotlight
Remaining steadfast in serving students both in the ED Unit and the Alternative School
Program, the staff of the Southern Ohio Learning Center adopted the following mission
statement to solidify their commitment to the students they serve: Southern Ohio Learning Center: where everyone creates a healthy nurturing environment and people know
they are important, accepted, and have a reason to smile.
The mission statement is supported by the center’s belief in the “Nurtured Heart Approach” (NHA). In its third year using the NHA—a positive approach to working with children to rebuild a student’s inner wealth using positive recognitions and natural consequences—teachers and staff at the SOLC use verbal recognitions, praise, virtue vouchers, levels reward system, direct social skills instruction, and credit sheets to focus daily
on the moments of success for each student. “We believe that there is always something
going right and any moment has the potential to be recognized as a moment of success,”
said Jenny Spurlock, Director of the SOLC. The Nurtured Heart Approach has empowered Learning Center students to experience
success and reach new goals. In addition to academics, students have also experienced success in community and social settings.
Jack Powell, of the Wilmington Noon Rotary Club, worked with students
to coordinate writing letters to U.S. Veterans participating in the Honor
Flight. Following the flight, Powell visited the Learning Center and presented students a framed commemorative photograph of the Honor Flight
attendees.
Members of the Wilmington Fire Department and EMS visited the Learning Center, treated students to lunch, and joined in conversation about
their role as first responders, about life, and the importance of making
good choices.
When Director Jenny Spurlock challenged students to “Stick Together Against Bullying,”
they rose to the challenge and then turned the tables. Earning peer support points, as a
way to promote positive peer interaction and support, students accumulated points they
later converted into pieces of Duct tape used to tape Mrs. Spurlock to the wall as a reward for rallying to the challenge.
Planning for the holidays, students made Christmas cards for residents of area nursing
homes, continued their tradition of building gingerbread houses, and hosted a Holiday
Open House for special guests and community members.
Learning Center students ended the 2017 school year with a holiday celebration featuring fun activities, snacks, gifts and stockings—all of which were made possible by the
generous donations and sponsorships of employees of the Region 14 Hopewell Center,
SOESC, and SOLC.
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Region 14 Spotlight
Area Schools Earn Recognition for PBIS
The 2017 Ohio PBIS award winning Bronze, Silver, and Gold Recognition school leadership teams met on November 30th to present
practical examples and resources for efficient, effective and sustained implementation of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports--PBIS.

One hundred eight Ohio schools were recognized for their success
in implementing Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports.
Applying through their local State Support Teams (SST) seven
schools earned recognition at the Gold Level of Distinction, fifteen
schools at the Silver Level of Distinction, and 86 schools at the
Bronze Level of Distinction.
The Region 14 State Support Team, Brown County ESC, and Southern Ohio ESC are proud to announce that seven buildings achieved
the Bronze award. The Bronze award is obtained by completing the
application process of a 70% on the Tiered Fidelity Inventory (TFI)
for Tier I, a school profile template, and archiving artifacts as evidence of the items for Tier I.
The seven buildings honored for 2017 include: Ohio Valley CTC, North Adams Elementary, Peebles Elementary, Peebles High
School, Manchester Elementary, Ripley Union Lewis Huntington Elementary, and Greenfield Middle School.

Exceptional Achievement Awards Banquet
Each year during its annual Exceptional Achievement Award Ceremony, the Region 14 Hopewell Center honors educators, support staff, students, and community members who make a difference in the
lives of students This year’s event will take place on April 19th, at 7:00 p.m. at Hillsboro Elementary
School.

The Exceptional Achievement Award recognizes individuals who have been instrumental in providing
opportunities that enable students with disabilities to achieve personal, social, or academic goals of the
highest standards.
The Outstanding Educator Award honors educators who have made outstanding contributions by improving access to and progress in the general curriculum for children and youth with disabilities in the
Region 14 Hopewell Center Region.
The Outstanding Student Achievement Award acknowledges outstanding achievements of school age children and youth with
disabilities in the Region 14 Hopewell Center Region.
For reservations, please contact Sherry Campton at 937-393-1904 ext. 2126 or email r14_scampton@mveca.org.
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Region 14 Spotlight
Book Talk Via SKYPE
The Region 14 Governing Board recently connected
with Dr. Douglas Reeves via SKYPE to continue the
conversation of his book From Leading to Succeeding: The Seven Elements of Effective Leadership in
Education.

Twenty educators and administrators from Adams,
Brown, Clinton, Fayette and Highland counties, along
with parents, state support team members, ESC
members, and program sponsor, The Ohio University
Leadership Project (OULP) were in attendance.
Dr. Reeves shared the latest research on "How
Teachers Learn" and "How Teachers Decide What to
Implement” and then opened the floor for questions.
During a lively question and answer session, Dr.
Reeves shared several resources for all to consider for their leadership toolbox.
Region 14 would like to thank OULP and Mr. Roy Hill for providing this opportunity.

Plans Under Way for Summer Learning Academy
Once again, the Brown County ESC, Region 14, and the Southern Ohio ESC will host the annual Summer Learning Academy.
The two day event will take place June 4—5 at Fairfield Local Schools in Leesburg, Ohio and will feature partial and full-day sessions running from 8:30 a.m. —4:00p.m. PD hours and Ashland Credit will be available.
Session and registration information is coming soon. Visit our webpage at www.southernohioesc.org for updates.

Please direct questions or interest presenting to Linda Mead via email at r14_lmead@mveca.org.
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Student Spotlight
Area& Students
Prepare
to Attack
ACT
BAC
SOESC Host
Annual
Speechthe
Contest
The Clinton County Business Advisory Council (BAC) in
conjunction with the Southern Ohio Educational Service
Center hosted its annual speech contest November 17,
2017.
Four students, representing Clinton County schools,
participated in the BAC Speech Contest, reciting the patriotic speech “I Speak for Youth” written by Elmer Williams.
Ricky Davis from Blanchester Local Schools won 1st
place and was awarded a $100 prize. Other participants,
receiving runner-up prizes of $25, were Andrew Garrett
of Clinton-Massie High School; Cameron Fithen, of Laurel Oaks, and Samantha Burns, Wilmington High School.
BAC members, which include various business and school leaders, judged the competition which was held at the Southern Ohio
Educational Service Center. Monetary prizes were donated by BAC members.

Area Students Prepare to Attack the ACT
High school students from area school districts are invited to get a head start on planning for college and prepping for the ACT by attending the Southern Ohio Educational
Service Center’s “Attacking the ACT” workshop presented by Bob Brausch of Tutoring
by B2.
Brausch, a former high school teacher, has dedicated his professional career to empowering learners to reach and exceed their educational goals and achieve their highest
potential.
Students participating in the six-hour workshop will tackle the three components necessary for successful completion of the ACT: (1) test-taking skills, (2) mental stamina, timing, & pacing, and (3) ACT content in English, math, and science.
Each participate will receive a workbook, full-length practice test, and an accompanying
solutions manual that provides additional test prep practice questions. The registration
fee also includes a light breakfast, boxed lunch, and drinks.
The Southern Ohio ESC will be hosting “Attacking the ACT” workshops on Saturday, June, 2, 2018 at their office in Wilmington,
3321 Airborne Road, Wilmington, Ohio 45177. Registration is now open.
For additional information, please visit www.southernohioesc.org. Please direct questions about the upcoming “Attacking the ACT”
workshop to Curt Bradshaw, Coordinator of Gifted Services at the Southern Ohio ESC at so_cbradshaw@mveca.org. To register
for an upcoming workshop, visit goo.gl/a2Bp4y.
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Student Spotlight
Clinton-Massie Middle School Geographic Bee Winners Take Center Stage
Students attending Clinton-Massie Middle School recently competed in a National Geographic Bee Preliminary Competition in their Social Studies/
American History classes to determine the school’s Top 10 finalists for the
school competition. School finalists were sixth grader Micah Wissman; seventh graders Jarren Gale, Luke Goodwin, Joey Kocher, and Owen Trick; and
eighth graders Jacob Conard, Ethan Johnson, Malachi O’Leary, Ben Smith,
and Abbey Steed.
School finalists then competed in a school-wide Geography Bee competition. Joey Kocher, a seventh grader at Clinton-Massie Middle School, won the
school competition of the National Geographic Bee and a chance at a $50,000
college scholarship. Eighth grader Ben Smith finished runner-up in the competition. The competition was an intense and suspenseful event for the participants and audience, alike, as both Kocher and Smith answered 23 rounds of
questioning in the preliminary, finalists, and championship rounds, battling
back and forth through 10 rounds in the final championship. The school Bee,
which students answered questions on geography, was the first round in the 30th annual National Geographic Bee, a geography
competition designed to inspire and reward students’ curiosity about the world.
Curt Bradshaw, Coordinator of Gifted Services for the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center, moderated the event. Social
Studies teachers Betsy Wellman, Jen Henderson, and Jim Wagner served as judges for the competition. Jill Binau, Gifted Intervention Specialist with the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center, helped to organize the event.
Thousands of schools around the United States and in the five U.S. territories are participating in the 2018 National Geographic
Bee. The school champions, including Kocher, have recently completed a qualifying test; up to 100 of the top scores on that test in
each state will then be eligible to compete in their state Bee on April 6, 2018.
This year marks the 30th anniversary of the National Geographic Bee. The National Geographic Society developed the National
Geographic Bee in 1989 in response to concern about the lack of geographic knowledge among young people in the United
States. Over three decades, 1,583 state champions have traveled to D.C. to participate in the finals and more than $1.5 million in
college scholarship money has been awarded to winners of the competition by the National Geographic Society.
National Geographic will air the final round of the National Geographic Bee Championship in May 2018. It will air later on
public television stations; check local television listings for
dates and times.
The National Geographic Society is a leading nonprofit that
invests in bold people and transformative ideas in the fields of
exploration, scientific research, storytelling, and education. Through their grants and programs, they aspire to create
a community of change, advancing key insights about our
planet and probing some of the most pressing scientific questions of our time while ensuring that the next generation is
armed with geographic knowledge and global understanding.
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Student Spotlight
Fairfield Graduate Serves the State
Ryan Matthews, a graduate of Fairfield High School, was named Ohio’s FFA
president at the FFA state convention at the Ohio Expo Center in Columbus.
Now a freshman at The Ohio State University, Ryan previously served as state
vice president at large, representing Fairfield High School.

The Ohio FFA officers consists of the six state FFA officers: state president,
vice president, secretary, treasurer, reporter, sentinel; and five vice presidents
at large.
The purpose of the Ohio FFA officer program is to provide effective leadership
for the Ohio FFA Association. The state FFA officers are elected at the state
convention in May. Officers begin their year of service with training sessions
where they meet and get to know the other team members, learn about their
duties and responsibilities, and plan and set goals for the upcoming year. The state president and vice president attend the
State Presidents’ Conference in Washington, D.C.

Area Quiz Bowlers Test Their Knowledge
Members of Academic Quiz Bowl teams were busy October through February competing against area schools and vying for the
title of Quiz Bowl Champion. The Southern Ohio ESC hosted five tournaments in total with students in grades 6—8 taking turns
ringing the buzzer.
Tournaments held at Southern State Community College’s North Campus in Wilmington allowed over 270 area students from
Blanchester, Clinton-Massie, and East Clinton Middle Schools the opportunity to participate in cross-county academic competitions that would otherwise be unavailable in Clinton County. These tournaments have maximized a combination of both academic content challenges and community building among and within students in Clinton County. The tournaments are organized and
sponsored by the Clinton County Gifted Programs & Services team through the Southern Ohio Educational Service Center. Participating students prepared for the tournaments by enrolling in honors and advanced classes in their home school districts.
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Student Spotlight
East Clinton Middle School Continues Spelling Tradition
It’s been nine decades since the National Spelling Bee first began, and students across
the nation continue to step up to challenge of spelling words they may or may not even
know.
The National Spelling Bee was founded in 1925 and, with the exception of a three-year
hiatus during World War II (1943-1945) the spelling tradition has stood the test of time.
After studying lists of potential spelling words for the annual school-wide bee at East
Clinton Middle School, students participated in preliminary Spelling Bee competitions in
their English Language Arts classes. Grade-level finalists were then selected based on
performance in the classroom bees.
Twelve school finalists represented their respective grade levels for the chance to become the top speller in the school and to earn
the opportunity to move on to the next level of competition -- the regional spelling bee.
School finalists included sixth graders Kaleb Bauman, Austin Hodson, McKayla Long, and Eleina Tillman; seventh graders Jayden
Brown, Lex Frye, Teddy Murphy, and John Orchard; and eighth graders Jon Fast, Paige Fetters, Van Frye, and Josie Runk. Eighth
grader Katie Carey was selected as an alternate.
During each round of the school-wide Spelling Bee, individual students were presented words to spell and could ask for assistance
by asking for a word to be repeated, ask for the definition or part of speech of the word, ask that the word be used in a sentence,
and/or ask for the word’s origin.
Following 17 rounds of competition, sixth grader McKayla Long earned top honors by correctly spelling the word “disengage” with
seventh grader John Orchard and sixth grader Austin Hodson finishing close behind tying for the runner-up positions.
McKayla will receive a free one-year subscription to Encyclopedia Britannica Online for Kids from Encyclopedia Britannica and has
advanced to an online qualifying test in hopes of qualifying to compete in the semifinal WCPO 9 On Your Side Regional Spelling
Bee competition to be held on March 17, 2018 at Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy.
Curt Bradshaw, Coordinator of Gifted Services with the Southern
Ohio Educational Service Center, served as moderator for the
bee. Regina Gerber, Gifted Intervention Specialist with the Southern
Ohio Educational Service Center, helped to organize and judge the
event. Also working behind the scenes to help students prepare for
the competition and judge the event were ECMS English Language
Arts educators Howard Arthur, Andrea Davis, Mistie Manicho, and
Peggy McPherson-Jeffries.
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PROFESSIONAL LEARNING
Planning Ahead for Professional Growth & Development Opportunities
March
3/14 Preschool Supervisors’ Meetings
Region 14-Hopewell 10:45 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Register via ODE-STARS
3/14 School Psychologists
Region 14-Hopewell 1—3 p.m. Contact: Bret Malone:
so_bmalone@mveca.org
3/14 Special Education Supervisor Meetings
Region 14-Hopewell 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Register via ODE-STARS
3/27 SST Meeting
Region 14-Hopewell 8—11 a.m. Contact Jeff Royalty:
937-393-1904 ext. 2129

May
5/11 Master Teacher
SOESC Wilmington 8:30 a.m.—12 p.m.
5/22 SST Meeting
Region 14-Hopewell 8:30—11:30 a.m. Contact Jeff Royalty:
937-393-1904 ext. 2129
5/30 Preschool Supervisors’ Meetings
Region 14-Hopewell 10:45 a.m.—1 p.m.
Register via ODE-STARS
5/30 School Psychologists
Region 14-Hopewell 1—3 p.m. Contact: Bret Malone:
so_bmalone@mveca.org

Please visit

April
4/10 Legal Updates
SOESC Wilmington 9—11:30 a.m.
Contact: TBA

www.southernohioesc.org
for additional professional learning opportunities.

4/20 Growing Yourself as an Educational Leader
(4-Part Series) SOESC Wilmington 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Contact: Janet Yahle: 937-382-6921 ext. 1021
4/23 SST Meeting
Region 14-Hopewell 8:30—11:30 a.m. Contact Jeff Royalty:
937-393-1904 ext. 2129
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MEMBER DISTRICTS
Adams County Ohio Valley

Clinton County

Fayette County

Highland County
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